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Upcycle actions have Denihan step above in downturn

New brand, portfolio additions set firm up for future

By LAUREN EsPoOsITO

NEW YORK—No one wants to face arecession, but if a com-
pany is in a solid position going in, it can make the tough
times a great deal easier to weather. Management for Deni-
han Hospitality Group, based here, is confident theyre in a
such position. Coming off
a strong 2008, the compa-
ny is staying focused on
bolstering its portfolio by
upgrading its present ho-
tels and also keeping a
keen eye out for potential
acquisition opportunities.

“We had an incredible
2008,” said Brad Wilson,
COO for Denihan.

At the top of the list was
the acquisiion of the
James Hotel brand, which added the James Chicago to Deni-
han’s portfolio. “The James acquisition was a major step in
helping us offer a more complete portfolio,” Wilson said.
“We already had a luxury brand with the Benjamin in New
York, but that is more of a traditional luxury hotel that is tai-
lored to the executive business segment. The James brand is
more designfocused with a feel of modern sophistication.
Together, the two brands will complement each other.”

In addition to the James acquisition, Denihan Hospitality
Group also added The Liaison Capitol Hill in Washington
and the Affinia Chicago to its portfolio. Both hotels fall
under the company’s Affinia Hotels umbrella and under-
went extensive renovation projects and feature prime loca-
tions; the Affinia Chicago is situated just off the city’s famed
Gold Coast and the Liaison
is the closest hotel to Capi-
tol Hill.

Denihan Hospitality
Group also acquired the
Surrey Hotel last vyear,
which boasts a prestigious
é - 76th Street and Madison
Avenue address in New
York. “We've started a
major renovation project at
the hotel that is focused on
traditional and quintessen-
tial New York luxury, but also incorporates a great deal of
personality,” Wilson commented.

Upon the project’s planned completion in the fall of
this year, the Surrey Hotel will be managed under Deni-
han’s Benjamin brand.

Thus far this year, Wilson reported the company is al-
ready gearing up to launch another major renovation at

The Liaison Capitol Hill
hotel in Washington.









